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No. 1(9)/2013-D(Pen/Policy)
Government of India/HART ISP

Ministry of Defence/T&IT HIATAT

Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare
New Delhi - 110011 It
Dated I TNovember, 2017

To
The Chief of the Army Staff
The Chief of the Naval Staff
The Chief of the Air Staff

Subject: Eligibility of widowed/divorced daughter for grant of Family Pension
clarification.

The undersigned is directed to state that the provision for grant of family pension
to a widowed/divorced daughter beyond the age of 25 years has been made vide Gol,
Ministry of Personnel, P.G. & Pensions, Department of Pension & Pensioners Welfare OM
No. 1/19/03- P&PW (E) dated 25.08.2004 circulated vide Gol MoD letter No.
878/A/D(Pen/Sers)/04 dated 21.09.2004 applying the same provision to the Armed
Force Personnel.

2, It was clarified vide Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, P.G. & Pensions,
Department of Pension & Pensioners Welfare OM No. 1/13/09-P&PW (E) dated
11.09.2013 circulated vide MoD ID No. 1(9)/2013/D(Pen/Pol) dated 16.09.2015, the
family pension is payable to the children as they are considered to be dependent on the
Government servant/pensioner or his/her spouse. A child who is not earning equal to or
more than the sum of minimum family pension and dearness relief thereon is considered
to be dependent on his/her parents. Therefore, only those children who are dependent
and meet other conditions of eligibility for family pension at the time of death of the
Government servant or his/her spouse, whichever is later, are eligible for family pension.
If two or more children are eligible for family pension at that time, family pension will be
payable to each child on his/her turn provided he/she is still eligible for family pension
when the turn come. Accordingly, divorced daughters who fulfil other conditions are
eligible for family pension if a decree of divorce had been issued by the competent court
during the life time of at least one of the parents.

3. Grievances were being received from various quarters that the divorce
proceedings are a long drawn procedure which take many years before attaining finality.
There are many cases in which the divorce proceedings of a daughter of Government
employee/pensioner had been instituted in the competent court during the life of one or
both Government employee/pensioner & spouse, but none of them was alive by the time
the decree of divorce was granted by the competent authority.

4, The matter has been examined in this department and it has been decided that the
clarification “grant family pension to a divorced daughter in such cases where the divorce
proceedings had been filed in a competent court during the life time of the

._employee/pensioner or his/her spouse but divorce took place after their death-provided
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